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by the vicissitudes of the Napoleonic Wars; communications with Denmark
were cut by the British blockade and a Norwegian government was formed.
In 1814 a constitution was drawn up, heavily influenced by the ideas of the
American Constitution and the French Revolution. Instead of gaining in-
dependence the country was, however, joined in a dual monarchy with
Sweden. After nearly a hundred years of political struggle this union was
dissolved, without fighting, in 1905s.

In Viking times all free men attended local assemblies with judicial and
legislative authority and later there were higher assemblies made up of repre-
sentatives of the various localities. In the twelfth century the assemblies began
to lose their power, and control of local affairs passed to nominees of the
king. Under Danish rule government became more bureaucratic, and the
peasants, who provided the bulk of the army, had only the viceroy to protect
them against the demands of the land-owning gentry and the Danish-
speaking bureaucrats. In the eighteenth century much land passed back into
peasant hands, but the common people remained unenfranchised. The 1814
constitution provided for a wide franchise and some wealthier peasants were
elected to Parliament. It was, however, not until 1837that a system of elective
local government was introduced. Many of the first rural mayors were
bureaucrats, such as priests, sheriffs and judges, but gradually more farmers
and peasants were elected. The bureaucracy, which even in Danish times had
theoretically been open to all, now began to have members of peasant
origin. At the same time the status of the burcaucrats as leaders of local
society declined and new positions of eminence appeared; the school teachers
being perhaps the first group of mainly peasant origin to acquire semi-
professional status.

In Danish times trade was carried on in the countryside by town burghers,
but by the end of the nineteenth century there had been considerable inter-
marriage between the peasantry and the children of burghers stationed out
in the country, and some peasants had started small trading posts on their
own initiative. The comparative paucity of capital for investment in the
towns meant that small-scale rural enterprises were often started by wealthier
peasants rather than by townsfolk. At the same time the economy of the
coastal region in the West, the part of Norway to which Bremnes belongs,
underwent a change. Since time immemorial there had been fishing for the
home market and for export, and as communications by sea and land im-~
proved this trade now expanded. Despite considerable set-backs the size of
the catch increased over the years as more capital was invested in fishing
vessels and nets. Down to the end of the nineteenth century most house-
holders on this coast were both peasant and fisherman, but with the develop-
ment of commercial fishing a division began to emerge between those who
were mainly fishermen and those who were mainly peasants. A few fish
salteries owned by town merchants and a few small boat-building yards were
established rurally in the nineteenth century, and barrel-making flourished
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as a cottage industry, yet it is only recently that large-scale rural industrial
enterprises have become important in the economy of the fishing districts.
There are now several canning factories scattered along the coast and, as
electricity becomes more readily available, further industrial expansion is
likely. Bremnes, with its marine-engine factory, is more industrialized and
has been industrialized longer than many nearby parishes.

Thus a hundred and fifty years ago there were in each rural parish one or
two bureaucrats living at a much higher standard than the rest of the popu-
lation, speaking a different language, and moving from post to post without
developing marked local affiliation. Below them in status were a few traders,
usually burghers of a town; they had more local ties and were not so mobile
as the bureaucrats. The rest of the population were peasants, with the free-
holders occupying the highest stratum and accounting for about half of the
peasantry. Next came the leaseholders, usually cultivating land owned by
Danish-speaking gentry or by rich burghers. Under them came the cottars,
or labour tenants, who worked so many days a year for the freeholders in
return for the use of small holdings. Finally at the bottom of society were the
landless labourers, the indigent, and vagrants. In this system the peasantry,
although forming the great bulk of the rural population, had little say in
public affairs, were undifferentiated in terms of occupation and culture, but
were divided into ranks based on inherited rights in land. This system ended,
and Norway became a quasi-independent State with elective local govern-
ment largely as a result of international politics and social movements among
the bureaucrats and in the towns, that is, as a result of social forces external
to rural society. Nevertheless, after a generation or so, peasant leadership
began to emerge, the old ranking system among peasants broke down; the
status of the rural bureaucrats declined, and the rural economy became more
diversified.

This sequence of events was in no sense the inevitable consequence of the
ending of colonial rule, but it is clear that the break with Denmark supplied
the initial impetus that started this train of events in Norway and even in
Bremnes. It seems not improbable that similar events may have taken place
in other former colonies. One of the major social movements of the twentieth
century has been the partial breaking-up of those world-wide empires
established by the Powers of Western Europe during the nineteenth century
and carlier, and there are many older empires now long since fallen into
decay. Yet the problem of the rural effect of political independence does not
always receive the attention it merits. When a country achieves independence
interest is at first naturally focused on transformations taking place at the
centre and in the towns. When the colonial Power is driven out by armed
insurrection or as the result of a long political battle, the struggle for libera-
tion is at the same time the process by which a new élite is formed to take
over from the old colonial governing class. Thisis presumably what happened
in South America, and perhaps in Indonesia. In a large country the formation
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of a new élite has greater social consequences for the towns and centres of
government than it has for the countryside. In general colonial élites tend to
concentrate in towns and military camps and are thinly spread throughout
the rural areas. Hence the removal of the colonial Power may not at first
have much effect on rural life. Liberation brings fresh faces in board-rooms
and government offices, but the same people continue toiling in the fields.
The ending of colonial government must of necessity bring about changes at
the centre in the political structure of a new nation, but the effect rurally
may be largely the replacement of, say, a White District Officer by a Black
one. From the point of view of rural society the change to national political
independence is then an event external to the system.

At other times the withdrawal of the colonial Power has been an event
external to the social system of the colonial territory as a whole. An example
of a withdrawal of this latter kind was the ending of Roman rule in Britain,
when the critical conditions causing the withdrawal were to be found outside
Britain. Yet, however remote from the rural areas may be the causes of
colonial decline, in general the rural system will itself tend to change sooner
or later. Occasionally rural change may precede political independence, as for
instance in Israel, where for once we are fortunate in having more socio-
logical information about rural conditions in transition than we have about
changes at the centre. However, I think that we may say that usually the
countryside lags behind the towns and the central institutions of a developing
ex-colony, and changes in the pattern of rural life and family conditions
come later and slower, if they come at all.

Thus, when a country is for one reason or another left to govern itself,
the effect on the rural areas may be slight, delayed, or entirely lacking. A
full discussion of why Bremnes society developed in the way it did cannot be
attempted here. I would merely stress that the achievement of national in~
dependence was one factor of significance in that development and that the
opportunities we have of studying the consequences of similar events in other
rural areas should not be overlooked.

The vacuum caused by the withdrawal of a governing élite may initiate
one social process, as we have seen in Bremnes with the gradual emergence
of part-time peasants in key positions in the structure of government and
organized social life. Industrialization is a quite distinct process which has
occurred and is still proceeding in countries with widely varying forms of
political institutions, some of them colonies, some former colonies, and others
that have not experienced colonial status for many centuries. The evidence
suggests that in all of these, whatever social system they have had in the past,
some form of class society develops as industrialization proceeds; or, as I
would rather say, that the emergent societies can at least be described partly
in the imprecise vocabulary of social class. The process of industrialization has
also begun in Bremnes, and is perhaps largely responsible for such gropings
towards a class system as we have noted. Comparative evidence from other
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societies at an early stage of industrialization, and from those in which new
élites are being formed, may throw more-light on the ways in which these
two processes reinforce or neutralize one another.
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